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LAFCU’s reading program for kids plays Jackson Field Sept. 11 

Fascinating baseball history read by Lansing Lugnuts players, broadcaster 

will get kids excited about reading  

 

LANSING, Mich. — LAFCU invites kids and their families to join the Lansing Lugnuts in reading 

fascinating stories about baseball 

at LAFCU’s Listen & Learn: 

Baseball with the Lansing 

Lugnuts, Sunday, Sept. 11. 

The Michigan credit 

union is partnering with the 

Lugnuts and Quality Dairy to 

encourage kids aged 12 and 

under to read.  

The event includes a Q&A 

session and giveaways. It starts 

at 12:15 p.m., before the Lugnuts 

face the Dayton Dragons. Tickets to the game are required for admission. 

“Celebrating reading at the ballpark may be unexpected, but it’s a great way to show kids 

that reading is fun and that it 

can expand one’s world,” said 

Kelli Ellsworth Etchison, 

LAFCU chief marketing officer 

and chief diversity officer. “The 

broad reach of baseball facts in 

this book is sure to capture the 

attention of even non-sports 

enthusiasts. 

To encourage reading in a fun, unusual way, the Lansing Lugnuts broadcaster 
and players will explore a children’s book that shines light on little-known 
pillars in baseball, Sunday, Sept. 11, at Jackson Field. 

Among the Lansing Lugnuts reading at the LAFCU Listen & Learn are, from left, 
pitcher Brock Whittlesey, catcher Jared McDonald, batter Jonny Butler, and, 
top, General Manager Tyler Parsons, Marketing & Fan Engagement Manager 
Amanda Rich and Assistant General Manager Zac Clark. 
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“We are honored that the Lansing Lugnuts and Quality Dairy share our passion for 

supporting education as a way to strengthen our community.”  

Lansing Lugnuts broadcaster Jesse Goldberg-Strassler and select players will read 

excerpts of “WHO GOT GAME? BASEBALL Amazing But True Stories!” written by Derrick 

Barnes and illustrated by John John Bajet. The Q&A session will be about the book and baseball. 

QD will provide a giveaway for the kids, and attendees have a chance to win 2023 Lansing 

Lugnuts tickets and copies of the 176-page featured children’s book.  

Barnes wrote the book to shine light on little-known pillars in baseball, which he does 

through 45 stories about unique records, personalities and anecdotes rarely mentioned in 

popular baseball lore. 

 The stories include records for the longest professional game — 8 hours, 25 minutes — 

and the player hit by the most pitches in one season — 51. Among other anecdotes, the book 

reveals the player who hit more home runs than Hank Aaron, Babe Ruth or Barry Bonds, the 17-

year-old girl who struck out Ruth and Lou Gehrig, and the four African Americans who 

integrated white teams decades before Jackie Robinson.  

“In baseball, practice makes perfect,” said Tyler Parsons, Lansing Lugnuts general 

manager. “The same is true about reading. The more your read, the more you learn and the 

greater your chances of success. 

“The book is a home-run read for the entire family. There’s even a Lansing connection in 

it.” 

Parsons noted that families will want to come early and stay late, as Sept. 11 is also 

Capital City Market Kids Day where kids are invited to run the bases after the game, and there is 

a soft baseball giveaway. 

“WHO GOT GAME?” is the first non-fiction work by the award-winning author. Barnes’ 

has earned Newbery, Caldecott and Coretta Scott King Author honors, the 2018 Ezra Jack Keats 

New Writer Award, and in 2020 received a second Kirkus Prize for Young Readers award — the 

first author to do so.  

Supporting the credit union philosophy of “People Helping People,” LAFCU created the 

Listen & Learn Program in response to the pandemic to provide a fun, new option for kids up to 

age 12 to learn, listen, read and interact. More information is at www.lafcu.com/read.  

In addition to live events, the LAFCU Listen & Learn Program offers recorded readings 

of children’s books on the credit union’s YouTube channel, http://bit.ly/LAFCU-L-L, and by 

phone, 517.622.6789. Volunteer readers are encouraged to sign up at 

https://bit.ly/LAFCUVolunteers. 

http://www.lafcu.com/read
http://bit.ly/LAFCU-L-L
https://bit.ly/LAFCUVolunteers
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The Lansing Lugnuts are the High-A affiliate of the Oakland Athletics. Featured in USA 

Today and on CNN for their successes, the Lugnuts make their home at Jackson Field in 

Lansing. More information is at www.lansinglugnuts.com. 

About LAFCU 

Chartered in 1936, LAFCU is a not-for-profit financial cooperative open for membership 

to anyone who lives, works, worships or attends school in Michigan and to businesses and other 

entities located in Michigan. The credit union serves 72,000 members and holds over $950 

million in assets. It was named a Best Credit Union to Work For in 2020. LAFCU offers a 

comprehensive range of financial products and services as well as an expanding complement of 

financial technology solutions. Members enjoy benefits such as low fees, low interest rates on 

loans, high yields on savings, discounts, knowledgeable employees and nationwide access to fee-

free ATMs. A recipient of the national Dora Maxwell Social Responsibility Community Service 

Award for credit unions, LAFCU enriches the communities it serves by supporting many 

organizations and causes. To learn more about LAFCU, call 800.748.0228 or visit 

www.lafcu.com. 
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http://www.lansinglugnuts.com/
http://www.lafcu.com/

